
 

 

 

Talking like a Geographer 

 
EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Nursery: 
 
Town, weather, 
hot, 
cold, soil, here, 
there, near, 
far 
 
Reception:  
  
Season, world, 
village, 
countryside, farm, 
factory, 
house, hill, sea, 
beach, shop, 
map, 

Simple vocabulary: 
 
Near, far, wet, sunny, 
hot, dry, 
cold, house, school, 
street, 
shop 
Human geography, 
Physical 
geography, coast, 
harbour, 
port, cliff, city, United 
Kingdom, world, 
country, 
forest, wood, England, 
Scotland, Northern 
Ireland, 
valley, North sea, Irish 
sea, the 
channel, mountain, 
river, 
office, atlas, left, right 

Develop vocabulary: 
 
Hill, mountain, river, 
stream, 
sea, beach, village, 
town, field, 
bridge, footpath, 
attractive, 
journey, polar, arctic, 
desert 
Ocean, Atlantic, Pacific, 
Indian, 
continent (including 
names), 
capital, North, East, 
South, 
West, vegetation, 
globe, North 
pole, South pole, 
equator, 
compass, route, 
location, 
Europe 

Continue to 
develop 
vocabulary: 
 
Temperature, 
rainfall, 
environment, 
landscape, 
transport, pollution, 
rainforest, 
tropical 
Settlement, county, 
human 
characteristics, 
physical 
characteristics, 
mountains, 
volcanoes, 
geology, 
nonEuropean 

Continue to 
develop 
vocabulary: 
 
rainforest, 
tropical, 
temperate, 
Mediterranean, 
humid, climate, 
urban, rural 
Tropic of Cancer 
and Capricorn, 
hemisphere, 
Northern 
hemisphere, 
Southern 
hemisphere, 
climate zones, 
water cycle 

Use precise 
geographical 
vocabulary: 
 
coastal, development, 
erosion, 
deposition, renewable, 
transpiration, 
deforestation, 
recyclable, 
sustainable, 
latitude, longitude 
Ordnance survey 
Greenwich, 
time zones, meridian, 
eight 
points of a compass, 
grid 
reference, symbol 
key, 
economic, region, 
distribution, 
trade links 

Be able to describe 
and start to 
explain 
geographical 
processes 
using the correct 
terminology. 
 
Biomes, longitude, 
latitude, 
rivers, meander, 
natural 
resources, 
distribution, 
vegetation belts 
Tropic of 
Cancer and 
Capricorn, 
hemisphere, 
Northern 
hemisphere, 
Southern 
hemisphere 


