&
Reading - Whole-School Progression of Knowledge & Skills

EYFS (30 - 50mths to
ELGs)

30 — 50 months
40 — 60 months
Early Learning Goals

To enjoy rhyming and
rhythmic activities.

Toshowanawarenessof
rhyme and alliteration.

To recognise rhythm in
spoken words.

To continue a rhyming
string.

Tohearand say theinitial
sound inwords.

Tosegmentthesoundsin
simple words and blend
themtogetherand know
which letter represents

some of them.

Tolinksoundstoletters,
naming and sounding the
letters of the alphabet.

To use phonic knowledge to
decode regular words and
read them aloud accurately.




To read some common
irregular words.

To show interest in
illustrations and print in books
and print in the environment.

To recognise familiar words
and signs such as own name

and advertising logos.

To look and handle books
independently (holds books
the correct way up and turns
pages).

To ascribe meanings to
marks that they see in
different places.

To begin to break the flow of
speech into words.

To begin to read words and
simple sentences.

To read and understand
simple sentences.
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To enjoy an increasing
range of books.

To follow a story without
pictures or props.

To listen to stories,

To listen to and discuss a
wide range of fiction, non-
fiction and poetry at a level
beyond that at which they
can read independently.

To link what they have
readorhavereadtothem to
their own experiences.

To retell familiar stories in
increasing detail.

To join in with discussions
about a text, taking turns
and listening to what others
say.

To discuss the
significance oftitles and
events.

To participate in discussion
about books, poems and
other works that are read to
them
(at a level beyond at
which they can read
independently) and those
that they can read for
themselves, explaining
their understanding and
expressing their views.

To become increasingly
familiar with and to retell a
wide range of stories, fairy

stories and traditional
tales.

To discuss the sequence
of events in books and
how items of information
are related.

To recognise, listen to
and discuss a wide range
of fiction, poetry, plays,
non-fiction and

reference books or

textbooks.

To use appropriate
terminology when
discussing texts (plot,
character, setting).

To discuss and compare
texts from a wide variety
of genres and writers.

To read for a range of
purposes.

To identify themes and
conventions in a wide range
of books.

To refer to authorial
style, overall themes
(e.g. triumph of good
over evil) and
features (e.g. greeting in
letters, a diary written in
the first person or the use
of presentational devices
such as numbering and
headings).

To read a wide range of
genres, identifying the
characteristics of text

types (such as the use of
the first person in writing
diaries and
autobiographies) and
differences between text
types.

To participate in
discussions about
books that are read
to them and those
they can read for
themselves, building on
their own and others’ ideas
and challenging views
courteously.

To identify main ideas
drawn from more than
one paragraph and to

To read for pleasure,
discussing, comparing and
evaluating in depth across

a wide range of genres,
including myths, legends,
traditional stories, modern

fiction, fiction from our
literary heritage and books
from other cultures and
traditions.

To recognise more
complex themes in what
they read (such as loss or
heroism).

To explain and discuss
their understanding of
what they have read,
including through formal
presentations and
debates,
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accurately anticipating key
events and respond to what
they hear with relevant
comments, questions or
actions.

To demonstrate
understanding when talking
with others about what they

have read.

To build up vocabulary
that reflects the breadth of
their experiences.

To extend vocabulary,
especially by grouping and
naming, exploring the
meaning and sounds of
new words.

To use vocabulary and
forms of speech thatare
increasingly influenced by
their experiences of books.
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To suggest how a story
might end.

To begin tounderstand
‘why’ and ‘how’ questions.

To answer ‘how’ and ‘why’
questions about their
experiences and in
response to stories or
events.

To listen to and join in with
stories andpoems, one-to-
one and also in small
groups.

To join in with repeated
refrains in rhymes and
stories.

To use intonation, rhythm
and phrasing to make the
meaning clear to others.

To develop preference for
forms ofexpression.

To play cooperatively as
part of a group to
develop and act outa
narrative.

To express themselves
effectively, showing
awareness oflisteners’
needs.
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To know that
information can be
relayed in the form of
print.

To know that
information can be
retrieved from books
and computers.

* These are detailed in the word lists within the spelling appendix to the national curriculum (English Appendix 1). Teachers should refer to these to exemplify the words that pupils should be able to read as well as spell.
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