
The Maths Curriculum 
Pathway

The Tilstock Way 

‘Pure mathematics is, in its way, the poetry of logical ideas.’
Albert Einstein, 

Maths at our school aims to ensure that all our children become fluent in the fundamental of 
maths, reason mathematically and can solve problems.

Fluency – We know that our children must know their number bonds, times tables and place 
value securely to provide them with the key knowledge to enable them to work 

mathematically. We have regular ‘maths skills’ sessions using Target Your Maths to instil this 
learning into their long term memories. We use online learning platforms such as NumBots

and Times-table Rockstars to allow children regular time to practice and secure the 
fundamentals of maths. 

Reasoning- This is an essential part of the daily maths lesson. Children are encouraged to talk 
about and discuss how they are going to work something out, to unearth the deeper learning 
and thinking mathematically. Children are encouraged to answer questions such as ‘What do 
you notice?’ How could you begin solving this question’ What are the key features?’ This is 

also an opportunity to develop and use mathematical vocabulary. We use White Rose Maths 
as a consistent framework across the school to develop reasoning skills. 

Problem Solving – This is a vital strand of our maths curriculum as an opportunity for children 
to transfer their understanding to new concepts. As well as linking maths to cross-curriculum 
subjects in real-life contexts, we use Nrich and NCETM materials to expose our children to a 

range of mathematical problems.

We also delve deeper into Maths as a subject through stories and our class immersion days. 
At the beginning of new units of teaching we will explore units such as addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division through stories, the history of maths, purpose and use within the 
real-life contexts, occupations and the wider world. This hopefully allows our children a real 

understanding of the purpose of maths but a passion for the beauty of maths. 



We use sentence starters in all classes to support children in 
structuring their reasoning.

Stem sentences help children to communicate their ideas with 
mathematical precision and clarity. 

The importance of Mathematical Vocabulary 

We are Describers! – we place great emphasis on mathematical 
language and questioning so pupils can discuss the mathematics they 

are doing, and so support them to take ideas further.
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