
 

What does your child need to know in Mathematics? 

 

A parents / carers guide to age related expectations in mathematics 

 

 

 

 

 



The National Curriculum 

 

The National Curriculum has 3 overarching aims that when combined are designed to increase 

children’s mathematical proficiency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fluency 

 Children must know the 

fundamentals of maths. 

 Children must frequently 

practice the fundamentals of 

maths. 

 Children must tackle 

increasingly harder 

problems using the 

fundamentals of maths. 

 Children must be able to 

rapidly recall the 

fundamentals of maths with 

accuracy. 

Reasoning 

 Children must be able to 

follow a line of enquiry. 

 Children must be able to 

use a conjecture (prediction) 

as part of their mathematics. 

 Children must be able to 

generalise about their 

mathematics (“I know that if 

I do this then this will 

happen so if I do this, then 

this should happen”). 

 Children must be able to 

justify and prove using 

mathematical language. 

Problem Solving 

 Children must be able to 

apply their mathematical 

skills. 

 Children must be able to 

solve routine and non-

routine mathematical 

problems. 

 Children need to become 

increasingly sophisticated in 

terms of formal methods 

used to solve problems. 

 Children need to be able to 

break a complex problem 

down into a series of smaller 

steps so it can be solved. 



 



 



 



 



 



 


