
Where does the story take place?  When did the story take place? 

What did he/she look like?  Where do the characters live? 

Who are the main characters?  What happened in the story? 

What kinds of people are in the story?  What happened after..? 

Can you tell me why..? Describe what happened at/when…? 

Can you think of another story that has a similar theme? 

Why does the author choose this setting? 

What makes this a good story? 

What effect do you think the story has on the reader? 

Could the story be better?  What would you suggest? 

What impression does the author want to give of this character?  Why? 

What is the purpose of this paragraph? 

What question would you like to ask the writer? 

Who is this advert trying to persuade? 

What does this story remind you of? 

Does the story remind you of anything that has happened to you? 

How would you have felt in that situation? 

What might you have done instead? 

What other stories have similar openings/endings to this one? 

A child’s understanding of a book is just as important as their ability to read the 

text.  With this in mind please try to ask 2 or 3 of the questions listed on this 

prompt sheet every time you read with your child or share a story book.  Why 

not staple this sheet into your child’s reading diary to keep it safe? 

Thank you for your support!   

 



What does the word...imply/
make you think of? 

If you were going to         in-
terview/ask a character a 
question—who would you 
ask and what would your 

question be? 

What do you think will  hap-
pen because of…? 

Through whose eyes is the 
story told? 

Why do you think...feels…? 

If this was you what would 
you do next? 

How have the characters 
changed during the story? 

Predict what you think is go-
ing to happen next.  What 

makes you think that? 

What does the main    charac-
ter feel at this point in the 
story?  How do you know 

this? 

How do headings help you when you scan the text? 

How does the layout help the reader? 

How does the title of the story encourage you to read more? 

Some of the text is printed in a different way, why do you think the writer does this? 

Why has the author repeated structures, words and phrases? 

What is the purpose of the pictures? 

Why did the author change paragraphs here? 

Why has the author used ‘fact boxes’ for key points? 

What is the purpose of the chapter titles? 

Which words tell you what order to follow? 

What does (word/phrase) mean? 

Which words has the author used to 
make the writing sound more formal/

informal? 

Why has the author used …(italics, 
bold, exclamation marks, headings, 

bullet points, captions etc.)? 

What has the author used in the text 
to make the character funny/sad/

angry? 

Think of another word you can use 
here. 

As a reader, how do you feel about the 
character?  What makes you feel that 

way? 

Can you find any similes/metaphors in 
the story? 

Find some adjectives that help you 
picture the scene/character in your 

mind. 

Find a sentence that encourages you 
to want to read more of the story. 


